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Crib Death for National Service 


T he House Republicans’ strangling 
of national service in its crib has 
to be seen not as a criticism of 
the agency’s performance but simply as 
another expression of the party 
leadership’s notion that no government 
program is worth a damn. 

If they were going by performance, the 
Republicans might have to applaud 
AmeriCorps as a model enterprise; It is 
modestly funded, locally directed and 
dramatic evidence that American youth is 
not cynical or self-serving. AmeriCorps 
has hadfave reviews from coast to coast 
for its 20,000 volunteers, who are doing 
things nobody else tackles, everything 
from helping to build housing for the poor 
and tutoring inner-city school pupils to 
cleaning polluted streams in Baltimore’s 
watershed. 

A case in point is Howard Hogin, a 
1994 graduate of Georgetown . 
University. He is living in a cramped 
barracks at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds. He spent September fighting 
forest fires in Idaho and much of the fall 
in helping build a riding ring for Hisahl ed 
children. Now he’s trying to clean up 
Maryland’s polluted steams. He hopes 
to pay off his college loans. AmeriCorps 
pays its workers a minimum wage and 
an annual $4,725 toward college 
expenses. 

Service is in Hogin’s genes, and by his 
family’ s standards, he is a big success.. 
His parents are both social workers and 
his ancestors experienced big trouble, 
like the Irish famine and the Holocaust. 
He says lots of his Georgetown 
classmates have the same impulse to 
leave the country a better place but 
“just can’t afford to do it.” 

Hogin is tactful about the mugging 
AmeriCorps suffered when the House 
cut $416 million, or 72 percent, from its 
$575 million budget. He was voted 
outstanding teenage Republican in his 
high school class. “I understand that we 
have tremendous deficits and the 
taxpayers are heavily burdened, but if 
we give up what is best about America, 
what kind of a legacy do we leave?” 

No such considerations figured in the 
thinking of House Republicans. The rap 
on AmeriCorps was not just that it was a 
government program, it is Bill Clinton’s 
favorite program. Said Rules Committee 
Chairman Gerald B.H. Solomon, “It’s 
get-even time.” 

It is also get-nervous time for the 
rampaging Republicans. They are 
winning victory after victory on the 
floor, but they are losing in public 
opinion. They have long since 
maintained that they know exactly what 


Nov. 8 was about, that the country 
wanted government to be shrunk and 
ordinary people, especially the poor, to 
pull up their socks. But a recent 
Washington Post-ABC poll shows that 
the public thinks Republicans have gone 
too far. And in his effort to save 
programs for the poor, Clinton has 
picked up some unexpected allies, the 
Roman Catholic bishops. They were 
reserved about him during the campaign 
because of his abortion rights stand. But 
they think now that pitiless Republicans 
pose a worse threat of increased 
abortions. 

The Republicans’ greatest tactical 
mistake was to meddle with the school 
lunch program, a popular and 
scandal-free operation that has helped 
many a hungry child get through the 
school day. In vain, the Republicans 
protested that they had not cut the 
funds but merely slowed the increase in 
the growth rate. Nonetheless, the ranks 
have begun to wince in the iron corset of 
the contract, and this week, 102 
members rebelled against tax breaks for 
the rich. 

The Democrats, who have been having 
their best week since the calamity of Nov. 
8, were sporting “Save the Children” 
neckties on the House floor. 

Eli Segal, the chief executive officer 
of the National Service Corps, has been 
summoned before the House 
Appropriations subcommittee on 
housing and urban development and 
veterans affairs for a discussion of the 
1996 budget, which since the House 
action stands at $159 million, a sum that 
prohibits serious action. 

He has been traveling the country 
inspecting the workers, deriving solace 
from moderate Republican governors who 
are keen about the corps' activities in 
conflict resolution, environmental 
cleanup, tutoring and other contributions 
to urban peace. They agree with him that 
pulling the plug after less than a year is 
bad practice. Segal’s hope is that they will 
transmit their enthusiasm to their brother 
moderates in the Senate, which has 
become the haven for storm-tossed 
programs. 

Republican Christopher Shays of ■ 
Connecticut was the only member of his 
party to vote against the amendment 
that mortally wounded national service. 
He is a Peace Corps alumnus and 
believes passionately in the importance 
of youthful involvement. 

“A colossal mistake,” he calls his 
party’s action. “ I hope the president has 
the fortitude to veto the bill. I would 
support his veto.” 



